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OEIGIN OF THE PEGRAM FAMILY IN THE UNITED 
STATES AND HISTORY OF THE SAME DURING 
THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY. 

By Henry Pegram, of the New York Bar. 

The published account of the origin of the Pegram family 
in the United States is as follows: 

"The ancestor of the Pegram family in Virginia was / 

surveyor, who settled in what is now Dinwiddie County and mar- 
ried , daughter of Col. Baker, and had issue 
5 sons of whom : Major Baker 2 ; Daniel 2 of Charlotte, N. C. ; Ed- 
ward, 2 an officer of the Revolution and a juror on the trial of 
Aaron Burr married Mary Lyle." 1 

The principal traditional account is as follows: 
"The history of the Pegram family in this country begins with 
Edward Pegram I, who came over from England in the latter part 
of the year 1669 with a party of Engineers under Col. Daniel 
Baker. He was 'Queen's Engineer, or Surveyor to the Crown', and 
reported directly thereto. He married Mary Scott Baker, daugh- 
ter of Col. Baker, and was the father of twelve or more children, 
among whom were: — 1. John Pegram, 2. Edward Pegram II, 3. 
Baker Pegram, 4. Daniel Pegram. After his term of office ex- 
pired, he settled on a tract of land, ten miles square, granted to 
him by Queen Anne, situated some 18 miles below Petersburg, 
Virginia, in Dinwiddie County. He lies in the old burial ground 
on that place. John Pegram married Miss Sturdivant and was 
the father of Edward Pegram III, who was born January 20, 1772. 
Edward Pegram II was born in Dinwiddie County, Virginia, about 
the year 1720; he resided in the Colony, or Province of Virginia, 
at 'Diamond Spring', from 1720 to 1795, where he died at the age 



iBristol Parish, Philip Slaughter, 206; Va. Genealogies, H. E. 
Hayden, 314. 
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of 95 and was buried on the Old Place some 16 miles below Peters- 
burg."* 

Other traditional accounts give the date of the ancestor's ar- 
rival from England as 1699; and the age of Edward Pegram II, 
at the time of his death, as 75. 8 

The earliest permanent settlement in Virginia was made at 
James City, now Jamestown, on the north bank of the James 
River. From thence, settlements gradually spread up and down 
both banks of the James River and of its tributaries, the Chicka- 
homini, Appomattox, Nansemond and Elizabeth Rivers. Next, 
came the settlements along the banks of the York River and of its 
tributaries, the Pamunkey and Mattapony Rivers, and the eastern 
shore of Chesapeake Bay; and, finally, came the settlements along 
the banks of the Rappahannock, Potomac and Patuxent Rivers. 
It was not until tide-water Virginia had become fairly well set- 
tled that the inland development of the colony was undertaken. 
The reason for this is quite obvious. The tidal rivers and creeks 
afforded a safe and ready means of communication, at a time when 
the country was covered with dense forests, infested by hostile In- 
dians and beasts of prey. In addition, the peninsulas, formed by 
the tidal rivers and creeks, rendered it a comparatively easy mat- 
ter to keep the early settlements free from attack by Indians and 
wild beasts, once the aboriginal denizens had been expelled there- 
from. 

From well authenticated facts, it is definitely established that 
there were persons by the name of Pegram in Virginia, during the 
time that the tide-water regions were in process of settlement, and 
long before any inland settlements had been undertaken. There- 
fore, before proceeding to a consideration of the facts relating to 
these early settlers, it is advisable to review, briefly, the historical 
facts relating to the settlement of tide-water Virginia, so far as 
they bave a bearing upon the early history of the Pegram, family 
in that colony, as set forth in the published and traditional accounts 
thereof. 



"Various family papers. 
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James City was settled in 1607 in the reign of James I, after 
whom it was named. It was the seat of government of the colony 
throughout the seventeenth century, and, in 1619, the first colonial 
Assembly was held there.* Until 1623-4, the only court in the 
colony was held at James City; 5 but, in that year, owing to the 
remoteness of Charles City and Elizabeth City from the seat of 
government, monthly courts were authorized to be held in these 
two corporations. 6 In 1631-2, additional monthly courts were auth- 
orized to be held at Warwick River (Denbigh), Warrosquyoake 
(Norfolk) and Accawmacke (Northampton) ; and quarterly courts 
only were directed to be held, thenceforth, at James City. In the 
same year, the practice was instituted of requiring the masters of 
all incoming ships to furnish the commander of the fort at Point 
Comfort with lists of their passengers, setting forth their names, 
ages, nationalities and places of birth. 7 

At the Assembly held on Sept. 4, 1632, the ministers of the 
parish churches were directed to keep registers of the dates of all 
christenings, weddings and burials, occuring within their parishes ; 
and, at the next Assembly, held on Feb. 1, 1632-3, an act was 
passed providing for the seating (settling) of a new plantation, 
to be known as Middle Plantation, in the forest lands between 
Queen's Creek, emptying into Charles Eiver, and Archer's Hope 
Creek, emptying into James Eiver. 8 

At this time, the political divisions of the colony were called 
Hundreds and Plantations; 9 the Parishes not yet having attained 
the dignity of a political status. These political units had grown 
up in a very informal way and were so loosely defined that the 
lands embraced by them were constantly shifting. The act of 
Aug. 21, 1633, providing for the erection of seven central tobacco 
storehouses, gives a fair idea of the very limited territory which, 
up to that time, had been settled. This act provided that two 



*lHening's Statutes at large, 119. 

»1 Hist. Introd. Va. Col. Dec, R. T. Barton, 72. 

«1 Hen. Stat., 125. 

tlbid., 166, 168, 174. 

»1 Hen. Stat., 182, 183, 208. 

»1 Hist. Introd. Va. Col. Dec, R. T. Barton, 78. 
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storehouses should be built at convenient places for the use of the 
inhabitants of both sides of James River, from the falls to Weyan- 
oake ; a third at James City, for the use of the inhabitants on both 
sides of James Eiver, from Weyanoake to Stanley Hundred and 
Lawnes Creek; a fourth at Warrosquyoake ; a fifth at Denbigh, 
for the use of the inhabitants from there down to Maries Mount; 
a sixth on Southampton River, for the use of the inhabitants of 
Maries Mount, Elizabeth City, Accawmacke and the Isle of Kent; 
and the seventh on Charles River, for the use of Kiskyake, York 
and the places adjoining. 10 In 1634, the colony was divided into 
eight shires, or counties, which were named James City, Henrico, 
Charles City, Elizabeth City, Warwick River, Warrosquyoake, 
Charles River and Accawmack. 11 

By act of Assembly of Jany. 6, 1639-40, James City was for- 
mally designated as the capital of the colony; and, at the same 
session, Warrosquyoake County was subdivided into three counties, 
which were named Isle of Wight, Upper Norfolk and Lower Nor- 
folk, and Chiskiack, subsequently re-named Hampton, was created 
a parish, this being the first formal recognition of a Parish as a 
political division. At this session, likewise, deeds and mortgages 
were first directed to be registered by the local monthly courts. 12 
At the Assembly held Mar. 2, 1642-43, the name of Achommack 
County was changed to Northampton, that of Charles River to 
York, and that of Warwick River to Warwick; and Bristol Parish 
was created as follows: 

"Be it also enacted and confirmed for the conveniency of the 
inhabitants on both sides of Appomattock River being farr remote 
from the parish church of the said plantation upon Appomattock 
be bounded into a parish by themselves as followeth, to beginn at 
Causon's ffeild within the mouth of Appomattock River on the east- 
ward side, and at Powell's Creek on the westward side of the river, 
and so to extend vp the river to the falls on both sides and the 
said parish to be called by the name of Bristoll." 1S 



iol Hen. Stat, 211. 
nlbld., 224 n. 
nlbid., 226, 227, 228. 
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The mother church of Bristol Parish was at Bermuda Hundred, 
opposite City Point. In 1723, a second place of worship, known 
as the Ferry chapel, was erected near the Falls, not far from the 
site of the Old Blandford Church, by which it was replaced about 
1737. 14 

At the foregoing session, an Order of Court, made Oct. 8, 1630, 
for a grant of land to the Undertakers, who seated the first and 
second years upon Chescake and Yorke, was ratified and confirmed; 
and measures were taken to encourage the discovery of a new river 
or unknown land bearing west southerly from Appomattox River. 15 
It would seem, from the foregoing, that, as late as 1643, the terri- 
tory, known as Dinwiddie County, was still unexplored. 

At the Assembly held on Feb. 17, 1644-5, a new county, North- 
umberland, was mentioned; and the inhabitants of the east side 
of Archer's Hope Creek, to the head thereof and down to Warham's 
Pond, were authorized to separate from James City Parish and 
unite with Martin's Hundred Parish, or become a separate parish, 
as they preferred; and at the Assembly held on Nov. 20, 1645, 
these inhabitants, having signified their desire to become a sepa- 
rate parish, were authorized to call the same Harrop Parish. At 
the same session, the name of Upper Norfolk County was changed 
to Nansimum (Nansemond) ; and the county courts were author- 
ized to administer estates and to probate wills and were directed 
to record the latter and all estate inventories and accounts. 16 

At the Assembly held on April 26, 1652, two new counties, 
Gloucester and Lancaster, were mentioned; and, at the Assembly 
held on Nov. 25, 1652, another new county, Surry, was mentioned. 
At this session, the following special powers were conferred upon 
the inhabitants of Bristol Parish, viz: 

"The inhabitants of Appomattock Eiver shall have power to 
keep courts according to the sence of the act of Assembly for courts 
in the like nature, to hear and determine all differences within the 
said parish, which said court is to be kept by the commissioners 



«1 Old Churches &c, Bishop Meade, 439; Slaug. Brist. Par. 7. 

«1 Hen. Stat., 257, 262. 
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resideing in the said parish of Bristoll, and they to take place 
respectively as by act of Assembly they are nominated; appeals 
lying from this court to either Henrico county or Charles City 
county court, as also to have power to treate with the Indians ac- 
cording to act." " 

At the Assembly held on July 5, 1653, a new county, Westmore- 
land, was mentioned; and, at the session held on Nov. 30, 
1654, New Kent County was formed from the upper part of 
York County ; and the land from the head of the north side of 
Queen's Creek as high as to the head of Scimino Creek was made 
a separate parish and named Marston Parish. 18 At the Assembly 
held on Mar. 31, 1655, courts in Charles City County were di- 
rected to be held on the south side of James River, and, at the 
Assembly held on Mar. 13, 1657-8, it was directed that no patents 
of land be made, without exact surveys being produced in the Sec- 
retary's office, and the name of the monthly courts was changed to 
county courts. 19 

At the Assembly held on Mar. 30, 1657-8, an effort, which had 
been made to subdivide Charles City County, was denied in the 
following form: 

"Ordered, That the county of Charles Citty shall not be divided, 
but that it remaine one entire count}' and for the ease of the people 
that there shall be two courts kept, one on the south side where it is, 
and the other on the north side by turnes. The commissioners 
of both sides to assist at both courts indifferently : And each side 
of the river to beare the charge of building their own court house 
and prison." 20 

At the session held on April 1, 1658, the following order was 
adopted, viz : 

"Upon the petition of the inhabitants of Middle Plantation and 
Harrop parishes, it is ordered, That both of them be henceforth 
incorporated into one parish which is to be called the parish of 



iU Hen. Stat, 371 n, 372 n, 376. 
islbid., 381 n, 387 n, 388. 
lolbld., 426, 445, 462. 
201 Hen. Stat, 497. 
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Middletowne and the bounds of the same to be those already in- 
cludeing both the aforesaid former parishes." 21 

At the Assembly held on Mar. 13, 1659-60, an act entitled "An 
Act to record all Marriages, Births and Burrialls" was passed in 
the following form: 

"Be it therefore enacted, That every parish shall well, truly 
and plainly record and sett downe in a booke provided for that 
purpose, all marriages, deaths and births that shall happen within 
the precincts of the parish, and in the month of March in every 
yeare, the person appointed by the parish so to do, shall make true 
certificate into the clerke of every county to the intent the same 
may there remaine on record for ever." 22 

At an Assembly held on Oct. 11, 1660, all licenses, including 
marriage licenses, were directed to be returned to the Secretary's 
office; 23 and, at the same time, an act entitled "Concerning Or- 
phants" was passed, so far as material, in the following form: 

"if the said Will be soe made that noe person will undertake 
the management of the estate, or education of the orphants ac- 
cording to the tenor of it, then that the estate by appointment of 
the court shalbe managed according to the rules sett downe for 
the ordering the estate of persons intestate, as followeth: 

First, that noe account be allowed for dyett, cloaths, phisick, 
or else against any orphants estate, but that to be educated and 
provided for by the interest of the estate, and increase of their 
stock according to the proportion of their estates, if it will bear it ; 
but if the estate be so mean and inconsiderable, that it will not 
extend to a free education, then it is enacted that such orphants 
shalbe bound apprentices to some handycraft trade until one & 
twenty years of age, except some kinsman or relation will maintain' 
them for the interest of the small estate they have, without di- 
minution of the principall which whether greate or small always 
to be delivered to the orphants at the years appointed by the 
law." 24 



ailbid., 497. 
Mlbid., 542. 
232 Ibid., 28. 
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In 1669, when, according to the principal traditional account, 
the ancestor of the Pegram family arrived in America, Charles II, 
grandson of James I, was king of England, having succeeded his 
father, Charles I, upon the restoration of the monarchy at the 
close of the Commonwealth era. In 1674, Middletown and Mar- 
ston Parishes were united under the name of Bruton Parish. The 
original parish church was at Yorktown; the present parish church 
is at Williamsburg. 25 

In 1685, Charles II was succeeded by James II, who, in turn, 
was succeeded, in 1689, by William and Mary, as joint sovereigns 
of England. On Feb. 8, 1693, the College of William and Mary 
was incorporated by royal charter and, as one of the means of 
raising revenue for the College's support, the office of Surveyor- 
General of Virginia was bestowed on that institution. 26 The office 
of Surveyor-General was created after the abolition of the London 
Company, the original proprietors of Virginia. The Surveyor- 
General was appointed by warrant, drawn by the Solicitor-General 
of England under the great seal of the kingdom. His duties con- 
sisted in keeping a record of the surveys and in commissioning the 
whole body of surveyors. The latter reported to him, annually, 
at James City, where their books, showing the work performed by 
them during the preceding year, were examined by him. 27 

In 1694, Queen Mary died and, thenceforth, King William 
reigned alone, under the title of William III. At the Assembly 
held Apr. 27, 1699, an act entitled "An act directing the building 
the Capitoll and the City of Williamsburg" was passed. This act, 
after reciting the destruction by fire of the State-House at James 
City and the healthiness of the locality in which Middle Plantation 
was situated and the ease with which supplies could be delivered 
there by means of the creeks emptying into the James and York 
Rivers, appropriated land for building a capitol and a city, to be 
named Williamsburg, there; and directed how the capitol should 
be built and how the city should be laid out. 23 



25Bruton Ch., W. A. R. Goodwin, pref.; personal interviews 
8/17/21. 

*«1 Bruce's Inst. Hist., 390. 
"Bruce's Econ. Hist., 534. 
"3 Hen. Stat., 168, 197, 229, 419, 420, 422. 
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William III died in 1701-2' and was succeeded by Queen Anne. 
At the Assembly, begun at "her Majestyes Eoial Colledge of Wil- 
liam and Mary, Adjoining to the City of Williamsburg," on Dec. 
5, 1701, and thence continued to Aug. 14, 1702, Charles City 
County was subdivided and the portion thereof lying south of the 
James Eiver was created a new county, by the name of Prince 
George County. 29 

Queen Anne died in 1714 and was succeeded by George I, who, 
in turn, was succeeded by George II, in 1727, who died in 1760. 
At an Assembly, held at the Capitol in the City of Williamsburg 
on May 6, 1742', Bristol Parish was subdivided, as follows: 

"the said parish of Bristol shall be divided, by a line, to begin 
at Major James Munford's mill, on Appomattox river, and running 
thence a course parallel to the lower line of the said parish to 
Stony Creek ; and thence down the said creek to Surry county, and 
all that part of the said parish, situated below the said line, be 
erected into one district parish, and retain the name of Bristol: 
And all that other part thereof, situated above the said line, be 
erected into one other distinct parish, and called by the name of 
Bath." 30 

At an Assembly, held at the College in Williamsburg on Feb. 
27, 1752, Prince George County was subdivided, as follows : 

"the said county of Prince George be divided into two coun- 
ties ; that is to say ; All that part thereof, lying on the upper side 
of the run which falls into Appomattox river, between the town of 
Blanford, and Boiling's point warehouse, to the outermost line 
of the glebe land, and by a south course to be run from the 
said outermost line of the glebe land, to Surry county, shall be 
one distinct county, and called and known by the name of Din- 
widdie, and all that other part thereof, below the said run und 
course, shall be one other distinct county, and retain the name of 
Prince George." 31 

Prom the foregoing, it is apparent that, at a very early period 
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in its history, the colony of Virginia made careful and ample provi- 
sion for the preservation of all matters of subsequent genealogical 
interest, in the county court records and in the parish registers. 

Of the counties, into which lower tide-water Virginia is now 
divided, the present condition of their early records is as follows : 

James City County, all records, prior to 1865, are said to 
have been destroyed during the War between the States. 32 

Henrico County, no information obtained. 

Charles City County, all seventeenth and eighteenth century 
records destroyed, except for the years 1655-65, 1737-57 and 
1764-73, which are in the State Library. 33 

Elizabeth City County, the records, between 1632-1865, are 
rery much broken and only a few scattering ones remain. 34 

Warwick County, the only records, prior to 1865, are about a 
dozen old wills and part of a Court Order Book. 35 

Norfolk County, no information obtained. 

Nansemond County, the only record, prior to 1865, is one book 
of recorded deeds. 36 

Isle of Wight County, the records are pretty well preserved, 
from about 1735-1740, and possibly some few as far back as 1721." 

York County, the records, from 1633 to date, seem to be com- 
plete; but some of the early ones are seriously mutilated. 38 

Surry County, the records go back to 1652, a few of the earlier 
books are missing. 39 

Prince George County, all eighteenth century records destroyed, 
except for the years 1713-1728, 1759-1760, 1787-1792 and 1794- 
1824 and, possibly, a package of old wills. 40 



szPers. Interv. 8/18/21. 

ssCounty Clerk's letter, 11/15/21; State Librarian's let., 
11/22/21. 

3* Co. Cl's 1st. 11/14/21. 
85Co. Cl's let. 11/19/21. 
s«Co. Cl's let. 11/— /21. 
sTCo. Cl's let., 11/— /21. 
ssPers. Exam. 8/17/21. 
»»Co. Cl's let. 11/12/21. 
««Co. Cl's let. 11/11/21. 
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Dinwiddle County, all records, prior to 1865, except the Court 
Order Book for 1789, destroyed. 41 

Sussex County, no records missing, since formation of county 
in 1754. 42 

Chesterfield County, no information obtained. 

New Kent County, no information obtained. 

Princess Anne County, no information obtained. 

From a personal examination of the York County records and 
from the reports received from various County Clerks, it appears 
that most of the seventeenth and eighteenth century records, now 
extant, are not indexed, and that none of them is cross-indexed. 
Consequently, a complete inspection of these records can only be 
made by a page to page examination thereof. It is said that the 
registers of Harrop, Marston and Middletown Parishes are lost; 43 
and that the registers of Bristol and Bruton Parishes, prior to 1865, 
were destroyed in the War between the States. Fragments of these 
registers are, however, preserved in the histories of these two 
parishes. 44 

The earliest reference of record to a Pegram in Virginia, thus 
far found, appears in the York County records for 1713. It is 
believed, however, that, if a page to page examination of the prior 
records of this county were made, still earlier references would be 
found. The following entries have, thus far, been found, in the 
records of York County and in the history of Bruton Parish, viz. : 

Jany. 18, 1713 : Action upon the Case by Claude Rouvier and 
Eliza, his wife, Executors &c of Joseph Chermeson, dec'd, against 
William Pegram. Confession of judgment by defendant for £.2s.l0 
by account. Execution issued Aug. 16, 1714. 45 

Jany. 18, 1713 : Action of debt by Daniel Pegram against 
Charles Holdsworth.. Judgment for plaintiff for lbs. 750 tobbaco 
and cask. 48 



«Co. CI's let. 11/— /21. 
*2Co. CI's. let. 11/12/21. 
^Bruton Ch., W. A. R. Goodwin, Pref. 

"Pers. Interv. 8/18/21; Brut. Ch. ( W. A. R. Goodwin, 133 et seq.; 
Bristol Par, C. G. Chamberlayne, 354 et seq. 
"14 York Co. Order. &c, 300. 
"Ibid., 300. 
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Jany. 15, 1719 : Lease, by Feolfees or Trustees of land appraised 
for building and erecting City of Williamsburg to Daniel Pegram 
of York County, of lot 183 on platt of City, for one year at an- 
nual rent of one grain of Indian corn ; Release, by same to same of 
same lot, in free and common soccage, consideration s.15. 47 

1725: Death of John Pegram. 4 * 

June 19, 1727: Probate of following will: 

In the name of God, Amen, I Sarah Pegram being weak of 
body but of perfect Sense and memory do make this my last Will 
and Testament in manner and form following : I give to my Son, 
David Foese, his freedom and all the tools formerly belonging to 
my husband Daniel Pegram; Item, I give to my daughter Mary 
my best bed and furniture thereunto belonging and a chest of 
drawers and large looking glass; Item, I give to my daughter 
Sarah my second best bed and furniture thereunto belonging and 
six leather chairs and a brown table; and after my debts and fun- 
eral expenses are defrayed. The rest of my Estate equally to be 
divided between my five children, Mary, Sarah, Daniel, George and 
Edward; I do likewise appoint John Pegram to be the Executor of 
this my last Will and Testament. Signed and Sealed in the pres- 
ence of William Rudder, Benjamin Bryan. Sarah Pegram, (L.S.). 
This Will and Testament of Sarah Pegram was presented by Pat- 
rick Ferguson {John Pegram the Executor therein named having 
relinquished) and being proved by the Oaths of the Witnesses 
thereto is admitted to record. 49 

July 17, 1727 : Inventory and appraisement of Estate of 
Sarah Pegram. Personal estate appraised at £.54 s. 8 d. 4-^ 50 

May 19, 1729: Return of Settlement of Sarah Pegram's Es- 
tate. 

Mentions receipt of £. 2 s. 3 d. 6 from . . . Hartfield for rent 
of the plantation after death . . . year 1727. (record is badly 
mutilated)." 



«3 York Co. Deeds &c, 323, 324. 

"Good. Brut. Cb... 140. 

*»16 York Co. Ord., Wills &c, 465. 

"ibid., 476. 

silbid., 607. 
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May 17, 1731: Complaint of Sarah Pegram against Dudley 
Lh'gges, Martin Conner and William Hunt; Digges and Conner not 
appearing, Hunt ordered to answer for misdemeanor at next Gen- 
eral Court. £. 10 Bond of Sarah Pegram to prosecute him. 52 

Sept. 18, 1732 : Action upon the Case by John Lilly against 
John Pegram, former order continued till next Court. 53 

Dec. 18, 1732: Information of riot exhibited by Sarah Pegram 
against William Taylor and others dismissed for failure of in- 
former to prosecute 64 

Nov. 15, 1742: Upon motion of Sarah Pegram on evidence 
for John Sampson against Eebecca Hulet, ordered that John Samp- 
son pay her for two days attendance according to law. 55 

May 16, 1745 : B. & S. deed by William Pegram, bricklayer, 
Bruton Parish, York County, and Sarah, his wife, to William 
Young, carpenter, conveys lot 323 on platt of City of Williams- 
burg, purchased by William Pegram of Matthew Shields and wife, 
by deed dated Jany. 28, 1745. Consideration £. 60 Va. 56 

May 20, 1745: William Pegram and Sarah, his wife, acknowl- 
edged their bond with receipt endorsed to James Wray. 57 
1748 : Death of Sarah Pegram.™ 

Jany. 21, 1754 : Personal estate of John Pegram, dec'd, ap- 
praised at £. 4 s. 11 d. l-l/ 2 . 59 

Doubtless, if a page to page examination of the early York 
County records were made, other Pegram references would be 
found therein; as some of the foregoing were found in the unin- 
dexed books. 

In the Charles City County records, there appears the follow- 
ing entry : 

Apr. 17, 1737: "The Court approves that Edward Pegram 
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Should be bound to Matthew Harfeild to learn the trade of a brick- 
layer and that he be bound accordingly as the Law directs." 60 

It is possible that other references to Pegrams might be found 
in the Charles City County records, upon a thorough examination 
thereof. 

The only references to Pegrams in the history of Bristol Parish 
are the following: Sara, d. of Daniel and Francis Pegram, born 
Dec. 29, 1741, baptized Feb. 28, 1742. William, s. of Edward and 
Mary Pegram born June 18, 1742, baptized July 4, 1742. 61 

In the Journal of Council, appears the following entry: 

Dec. 15, 1742: Daniel Pegram v. Abraham Micheau, The De- 
fendant to have an Order for the Land paying the Plaintiff 50 
shil. 62 

In the Journal of the House of Burgesses, appear the following 
entries : 

Nov. 22, 1753 : A Petition of Edward Pegram, in the County 
of Dinwiddie, setting forth, That Some Time in the year 1748, 
the Petitioner, in taking up a Runaway Negroe, was obliged to 
give him several Blows, Some Time after which he died ; that John 
Jones, Gent, to whom the said Negroe belonged, brought a Suit 
against the Petitioner, and obtained a Judgement against him for 
40 £. and praying Relief, was offered to the House : And the Ques- 
tion being put, that the said Petition be received, Resolved in the 
Negative. 88 

Jany. 14, 1764: A Claim of William Pegram for taking up a 
Runaway therein mentioned, was presented to the House and re- 
ceived. 84 

It is possible that other references to Pegrams might be found 
in the foregoing journals, upon a thorough examination thereof. 

The foregoing constitute all of the references of record to Pe- 
grams, prior to the Revolutionary War, which have been thus far 
found. 



«<>State Lib. Let. 11/22/21. 
•iChamb. Brist. Par. 364. 
•*XVI Va. Mag. Hist. & Biog., 21. 
MLyon G. Tyler let. 3/17/17. 
•♦Ibid. 
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The earliest pedigree, set forth in the traditional accounts of 
the Pegram family in the United States is that of Edward Pegram, 
the father of the William Pegram born on June 18, 1742, accord- 
ing to the Bristol Parish Eegister. The Edward Pegram in ques- 
tion was born on Mar. 4, 1722, and married Mary S. Baker, born 
Nov. 12, 1723, by whom he had eleven children, viz: 

William Pegram b. June 18, 1742; 

Mary Pegram b. Mar. 6, 1744; 

Edward Pegram b. Jan. 13, 1745 ; d. Mar. 30, 1816. 

John Pegram b. Dec. 20, 1748 ; 

Elizabeth Pegram b. Aug. 24, 1750 ; 

Sallie W. Pegram b. Jan. 12, 1753 ; 

George Pegram b. Aug. 29, 1755 : 

Baker Pegram b. Jan. 27, 1758 ; 

Daniel Pegram b. Apr. 25, 1760; 

Ann Pegram b. July 4, 1762 ; 

Daniel Pegram b. Mar. 30, 1767; d. Oct. 23, 1832. 

Of the foregoing it is stated that : 

Mary Pegram married Thomas Mansen. 

Edward Pegram was appointed Special Commander by the 
Colonial Government to defend his Parish and County from the 
attacks of the Indians; he was a Captain in the Revolutionary 
War and one of the grand jury which indicted Aaron Burr for 
treason; he married Mary Lyle, who died June 30, 1779, and, 
then, Mrs. Ann Harper Parham, who died Sept. 18, 1814; he died 
at "Diamond Spring" or "Village View," near Dinwiddie C. H. 

George Pegram married Miss Williamson; among his chil- 
dren was Capt. Edward Henry Pegram of Dinwiddie Co. who 
married Rebecca Scott, a sister of Gen. Winfield Scott. 

Baker Pegram married Mary Mansen; he was a Major in the 
Revolutionary War. 

Ann Pegram married John Simms of Scotland. 

Daniel Pegram married Nancy Hardaway; he was the ances- 
tor of the Pegrams of Mecklenburg and Gaston Counties, N. C. 
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Edward Pegram, who first married Mary Lyle and, then, Ann 
Harper Parham, haa fourteen chiiaren, seven by each wife, viz : 

Elizabeth Pegram b. 

Mary Baker Pegram b. 

Rebekah Pegram b. 

Anne Lyle Pegram b. 

John Pegram b. 

Baker Pegram b. 

Edward Pegram b. 

Martha P. Pegram b. 

Robert Pegram b. 

William Pegram b. 

Betsey Pegram b. 

William Pegram II b. 

Harriet Pegram b. 

George Pegram 1). 

Of the foregoing, it is stated that : 

Mary B. Pegram married William Scott of Petersburg. 

Rebekah Pegram married Peter Scott, brother of William 
Scott, of Dinwiddie Co. 

Anne (Nancy) Lyle Pegram married Edward Pegram, son 
of John Pegram and Miss Sturdivant. 

John Pegram was born in Dinwiddie Co. and resided on a 
part of the original ten mile square grant from Queen Anne, until 
his death; he was a Member of the Virginia Assembly 1798-1799, 
Major General of the Virginia Forces in the War of 1812, Mem- 
ber of Congress, 1818-1819, and, at his death, U. S. Marshal for 
the Eastern District of Virginia ; at the age of twenty, he married 
Elizabeth Eppes Coleman of Dinwiddie Co., who died in 1797; in 
1800, he married Martha Ward Gregory, daughter of R'ehard 
Gregory of Chesterfield Co., who was born Sept. 15, 1781, and 
died Dec. 31, 1836. 

Martha P. Pegram married Col. James Scott of "Laurel 
Branch", Dinwiddie Co., brother of Gen. Winfield Scott. 

Robert Pegram married Mary Simmons Hardaway; he was 
a Colonel in the War of 1812. 
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Betsey Pegram married Major Francis Gregory. 

Harriet Pegram married Capt. Cincinatus Stith of Dinwiddie 
Co., who moved to Alabama. 

Baker Pegram, Edward Pegram, William Pegram, William 
Pegram II and George Pegram, all died in infancy. 

It is stated that the John Pegram, who is said to have married 
a Miss Sturdivant, had four children, viz. : 

Edward Pegram b. Jan. 20, 1772; d. Nov. 5, 1814. 

Fannie Pegram 

Patsey Pegram 

John Pegram, Jr b. Apr. 13, 1785; d. July 3, 1864. 

Of the foregoing, it is stated that : 

Edward Pegram married his first cousin, Anne (Nancy) Lyle 
Pegram, and resided at "Edgefield", Dinwiddie Co. 

Fannie Pegram first married Colonel Dabney and then Eobert 
Lanier. 

Patsey Pegram married Stanfield Coleman of Dinwiddie Co. 

John Pegram, Jr., first married Ann Scott, daughter of Be- 
bekah Pegram and Peter Scott, and then Martha Goodwyn; he re- 
sided at "Woodlawn", Dinwiddie Co., about four miles from 
Petersburg, where he died. 

The foregoing, are the only pedigrees, prior to the Eevolutionary 
War, which have, thus far, been established; and, of these, doubt 
is still entertained as to the correctness of the Pe^ram-Sturdivant 
pedigree. That there were other contemporaneous pedigrees which 
are missing, is obvious from the following references of record to 
Pegrams, in the last quarter of the eighteenth century, viz. : 

J any 29, 1779: Marriage bonds of William Pegram and Agnes 
Rhodes, recorded in Lunenburg County. 85 

1779: Edward Pegram, Captain of Dinwiddie County Mili- 
tia."" 



«5IX Win. & M. Col. Quart., 178. 
««Va. Must. Rolls Rev. War, 345. 
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1782: William Pegram, head of family in Mecklenburg 
County, consisting of 6 white and 4 blacks. 87 

1782: Personal Property List of Dinwiddie County. 68 
Free Infant 

Tithing List Male Negro negroes Horses Cattle 

John Pegram 1 3 7 6 25 

Capt. Edward Pegram . . 1 8 13 11 32 

George Pegram 1 1 2 5 8 

Baker Pegram 2 4 1 4 12 

George Pegram, Jr 1 3 — 3 15 

Elizabeth Pegram 1 3 1 4 8 

William Pegram Estate . . — — 1 ■ — — 

Edward Pegram 1 4 5 5 21 

J any. 19, 1789: Edward, Pegram, Jr., Joseph Turner, Wood 
Tucker and George Pegram, Justices of Dinwiddie County Court. 69 

1789 : Distribution, by Dinwiddie County Court, of Estate of 
William Pegram, dec'd, between the widow, Elizabeth Pegram and 
children Daniel, eldest son, Sally, Elizabeth, Frances, William and 
Baker. 70 

1789 : Action of Debt, brought in Dinwiddie County Court by 
Edward Pegram, Jr., assignee of Vines Collier, against Stephen 
Pettypool and Anderson Pettypool. 71 

1789: At Dinwiddie County Court, Baker Pegram, Captain 
William Scott, Lieutenant, and Benjamin Andrews, Ensign, of the 
Company of Light Infantry in the militia severally took the oath 
required by the Militia Law and Act of Congress. 72 

1789 : At Dinwiddie County Court, Edward Young, orphan of 
Edward Young, made choice of Baker Pegram as guardian. Peter 
Mansen security. 73 

Feb., 1789 : John Pegram, mentioned as an Executor of Sam- 

"TJ. S. 1790 Census. 

68XXVI Wm. & M. Col. Quart, 103, 252. 

»»22 Va. Mag. Hist. & Biog., 86. 

toXIV Wm. & M. Col. Quart., 139. 

"XXIII Ibid., 214. 

72ibid., 215. 

"ibid., 215. 
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uel Hinton's Will, upon probate of same by Dinwiddie County 
Court. 74 

The following are the only eighteenth century pedigrees, sub- 
sequent to the Revolutionary War, which have, as yet, been estab-' 
lished, viz. : 

Daniel Pegram, who married Nancy Hardaway, had eleven 
children, viz. : 

Edward Pegram b. Feb. 14, 1787; 

Mary Pegram b. Feb. 2'7, 1789 ; 

Thomas Pegram b. Apr. 20, 1791 : 

Susan Pegram b. Aug. 20, 1793 : 

Nancy Pegram b. Jan. 31, 1796 ; 

Winchester Pegram b. June 23, 1799: 

Martha Pegram b. Mar. 10, 1802 ; 

Harriet Pegram b. June 6, 1804; 

Julia Ann Pegram b. Aug. 21, 1806; 

Emeline Pegram b. June 20, 1809 : 

Adeline Pegram b. Mar. 26, 1812 ; 

Of the foregoing, it is stated that Winchester Pegram was the. 
ancestor of the Pegrams of Charlotte, N. C. 

Edward Pegram, who married Anne Lyle Pegram, had twelve 
children, viz. : 

Baker Pegram b. Nov. 3, 1790; d. Feb. 9, 1815. 

Martha E. Pegram b. Sept. 24, 1792; d. Jan. 31, 1793'. 

Mary A. L. Pegram b. Nov. 20, 1793; d. July 20, 1794: 

Mary A. F. Pegram b. Nov. 24, 1795; d. Sept. 9, 1881. 

Edwin Pegram b. June 27, 1798; d. Sept. 29, 1828. 

John B. Pegram b. Oct. 30, 1800 ; d. Mar. , 1869. 

William Henry Pegram... b. July 8, 1803; d. Nov. 2'7, 1852-; 

Infant (not named) b. Aug. 17, 1806 ; d. Aug. 17, 1806. 

Edward Strange Pegram . . b. Jan. 19, 1808 ; d. Aug. 23, 1888. 

Infant (not named) b. Apr. 27, 1810 ; d. Apr. 27, 1810: 

Benjamin H. Pegram b. Mar. 20, 1812; d. July 28, 1816; 

Infant (not named) b. Nov. 16, 1814; d. Nov. 16, 1814 



7*Ibid., 215. 
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Of the foregoing, it is stated that Mary Ann Prances Pegram 
married Thomas Clark of Petersburg and was the mother of 
Judge William B. Clark, of Demopolis, Ala., and of Eichard Henry 
Clark, Member of Congress from Alabama. 

John Pegram, who first married Elizabeth Eppes Coleman and, 
then, Martha Ward Gregory, had two children by his first wife and 
twelve by his second wife, viz. : 



John Coleman Pegram. . . . 

Edward Lyle Pegram 

Richard Gregory Pegram . . 

Mary Lyle Pegram 

James West Pegram 

Maria Ward Pegram 

Virginia Anne Pegram. . . . 
George Herbert Pegram . . 
Robert Baker Pegram. . . . 

Louisa Jane Pegram 

Martha Rebekah Pegram. . 
William Benjamin Pegram . 

Lelia Adela Pegram 

Franklin Pegram 
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d. Mar. 27, 1840. 

d. Aug. 10, 1843. 

d. Nov. 8, 1829. 

d. 1844. 



d. Oct. 24, 1894. 



Of the foregoing, it is stated that: 

John Coleman Pegram was a physician and a vestryman of 
Bristol Parish in 1802; he married Caroline, daughter of George 
Pegram, and moved to Carrollton, 111. 

Edward Lyle Pegram married Mary, daughter of George Pe- 
gram; he died in Dinwiddie Co. 

Richard Gregory Pegram married Jane, daughter of Robert 
Birchett. 

James West Pegram was a General, a vestryman of Bristol 
Parish in 1839 and President of the Bank of Virginia; he mar- 
ried Virginia, daughter of Col. William Ransom Johnson, who 
was born in 1818 and died Dec. 2, 1888 ; he lost his life in rescuing 
a lady and her children upon the explosion of the steamboat Lucy 
Walker. 
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Maria Ward Pegram married David May. 

Virginia Anne Pegram married Eobert Triplett of Kentucky. 

George Herbert Pegram was a Captain and Adjutant General 
of Generals Taylor and Scott in the Mexican War; he married a 
Miss Spencer of Elizabeth, N. J. 

Eobert Baker Pegram served in the 17. S. Navy and in the 
C. S. Navy. 

Louisa Jane Pegram married E. W. Eainey. 

Martha Eebekah Pegram married Charles Stainbach. 

William Baker Pegram was a lawyer and married Amelia 
Combs of Kentucky. 

Leila Adela Pegram married a Mr. Paul of Petersburg. 

Franklin Pegram was a first lieutenant in the First Virginia 
Volunteers in the Mexican War. 

A Daniel Pegram married Eebecca Barrett, by whom he had 
three children, all of whom were born in Petersburg, Va., viz. : 

Henry Daniel Pegram b. June 23, 1796; d. Feb. 1, 1844. 

(daughter) Pegram 

(daughter) Pegram 

Of the foregoing, it is stated that: 

Henry Daniel Pegram on Aug. 10, 1815, married Ciscelia Fen- 
dall Bell of Hanover County, who was born on Mar. 10, 1797, and 
who died at Eichmond, on July 31, 1880 ; he died at Mobile, Ala. 

One daughter married a Mr. Newell of Norfolk. 

The other daughter married a Mr. Newcome of Norfolk. 

A George Pegram married , by whom he had two 

children, viz. : 



Caroline Pegram. 
Mary Pegram. . . 



Of the foregoing, it is stated that : 

Caroline Pegram married John Coleman Pegram. 

Mary Pegram married Edward Lyle Pegram. 
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A William Baker Pegram, son of William Pegram and Eliza- 
beth , born Feb. 15, 1776, in Dinwiddie County, married 
Martha Coleman, daughter of Capt. Williamson Coleman and Mil- 
liam Hardaway of Dinwiddie County, and moved to Montgomery 
County, Tenn. He had ten children, all born in Dinwiddie County, 
viz. : 

William Pegram b. 1801 

James Pegram b. 1803 

Mildred Pegram b. 1804 

Edwin Pegram b. 

Ethelbert Pegram b. 

Mary Pegram b. 

Elizabeth Pegram b. 

Maria Pegram b. 

Jane Pegram b. 

Augustin C. Pegram b. Feb. 5, 1815 

Of the foregoing, it is stated that: 

William Pegram moved to Baton Eouge, La. ; he married Betsy 
Anne Stephenson. 

James Pegram moved to Baton Rouge, La. 

Mildred Pegram married Lucien Seay in 1836, who moved to 
Mason Co., 111. 

Edwin Pegram died unmarried. 

Ethelbert Pegram married Elvia Vaughn. 

Mary Pegram died unmarried. 

Elizabeth Pegram married Mark Landrum. 

Maria Pegram married John Micklam, who moved to Mason 
Co., 111. 

Jane Pegram married Phillip Greenhill. 

Augustin Coleman Pegram married Sarah Jane Edwins (Mrs. 
Alman), who died Jan. 15, 1852, and, then, Melissa Henshaw; he 
moved to Carrollton 111., and from there to Mason Co., 111. 



